Awesome
When working on your own, from time to time you have a question. I have tried
to ask various ministries for comment, for an answer to something I have read,
with very little success. I once had a question on the Book of Samuel and decided
that, because it was an O.T. book, I would ask a Rabbi. I went online and posed
the same question to seven Rabbis on various websites. Out of the seven, five
replied with answers to my question, and two spent some time explaining the
answer in detail to me. These Ministers really love what they do, and it came as a
pleasant surprise to me. I just wish I could ask them questions on the N.T. books!
Two events still bother me, which seem a little unfair.
1) Why did Ananias and Sapphira have to die?
2) Why will ‘the beast’ and ‘the false prophet’ be thrown into the lake of fire
1000y before the Devil?
After studying the Bible, I thought I had a pretty good understanding of what
God’s justice is, but these two events really put the fear of God into me!
In the Old Testament, I take it for granted that the wicked are destroyed,
because it was before the Cross and the Law was very strict; but after the Cross
there is grace and forgiveness, so where was the grace for Ananias and Sapphira?
And how come, the beast and the false prophet will not just be killed and wait for
Judgement Day, as all the rest of the unrighteous do?
When the Lord first spoke to Moses
Then Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor
since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow
of tongue.” So the Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who
makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the Lord?
Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall
say.” But he said, “O my Lord, please send by the hand of whomever else
You may send.”
So the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, and He said: “Is not Aaron
the Levite your brother? I know that he can speak well. And look, he is also
coming out to meet you. When he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. Now you
shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And I will be with your mouth
and with his mouth, and I will teach you what you shall do. So he shall be your
spokesman to the people. And he himself shall be as a mouth for you, and you
shall be to him as God. And you shall take this rod in your hand, with which you
shall do the signs.” (Exo 3:10-17)
The Rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram
Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and
Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men;
and they rose up before Moses with some of the children of Israel, two hundred
and fifty leaders of the congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of
renown.
They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You take
too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of them,
and the Lord is among them. Why do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of
the Lord?” { In Exodus 3, didn’t God choose Moses and Aaron? }
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So when Moses heard it, he fell on his face; and he spoke to Korah and all his
company, saying, “Tomorrow morning the Lord will show who is His and who is
holy, and will cause him to come near to Him. That one whom He chooses He will
cause to come near to Him. Do this: Take censers, Korah and all your company;
put fire in them and put incense in them before the Lord tomorrow, and it shall be
that the man whom the Lord chooses is the holy one. You take too much upon
yourselves, you sons of Levi!”
Then Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi: Is it a small thing to you
that the God of Israel has separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring
you near to Himself, to do the work of the tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand
before the congregation to serve them; and that He has brought you near to
Himself, you and all your brethren, the sons of Levi, with you? And are you
seeking the priesthood also? Therefore you and all your company are gathered
together against the Lord. And what is Aaron that you complain against him?”
And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, but they said,
“We will not come up! Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of a
land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that you should
keep acting like a prince over us? Moreover you have not brought us into a land
flowing with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards.
Will you put out the eyes of these men? We will not come up!”
Then Moses was very angry, and said to the Lord, “Do not respect their offering.
I have not taken one donkey from them, nor have I hurt one of them.”
And Moses said to Korah, “Tomorrow, you and all your company be present
before the Lord – you and they, as well as Aaron. Let each take his censer and
put incense in it, and each of you bring his censer before the Lord, two hundred
and fifty censers; both you and Aaron, each with his censer.”
So every man took his censer, put fire in it, laid incense on it, and stood at the
door of the tabernacle of meeting with Moses and Aaron. And Korah gathered all
the congregation against them at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. Then the
glory of the Lord appeared to all the congregation. And the Lord spoke to Moses
and Aaron, saying, “Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I
may consume them in a moment.” {Rev 18:4} Then they fell on their faces,
and said, “O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and You
be angry with all the congregation?” So the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,
“Speak to the congregation, saying, ‘Get away from the tents of Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram.’ ”
Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel
followed him. And he spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart now from the
tents of these wicked men! Touch nothing of theirs, lest you be consumed in all
their sins.” So they got away from around the tents of Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the door of their tents,
with their wives, their sons, and their little children.
And Moses said: “By this you shall know that the Lord has sent me to do all these
works, for I have not done them of my own will. {Joh 7:16, 12:49, 14:10, 16:13}
If these men die naturally like all men, or if they are visited by the common fate
of all men, then the Lord has not sent me. But if the Lord creates a new thing,
and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to
them, and they go down alive into the pit, then you will understand that these
men have rejected the Lord.”
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Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that the ground
split apart under them, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up,
with their households and all the men with Korah, with all their goods. So they
and all those with them went down alive into the pit; the earth closed over them,
and they perished from among the assembly. Then all Israel who were around
them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up also!” And a
fire came out from the Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who
were offering incense.
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Tell Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest,
to pick up the censers out of the blaze, for they are holy, and scatter the fire
some distance away. The censers of these men who sinned against their own
souls, let them be made into hammered plates as a covering for the altar.
Because they presented them before the Lord, therefore they are holy; and they
shall be a sign to the children of Israel.”
So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which those who were burned up
had presented, and they were hammered out as a covering on the altar, to be a
memorial to the children of Israel that no outsider, who is not a descendant of
Aaron, should come near to offer incense before the Lord, that he might not
become like Korah and his companions, just as the Lord had said to him through
Moses. (Num 16:1-40)
More complaints from the people – they still hadn’t learnt their lesson!
On the next day all the congregation of the children of Israel complained against
Moses and Aaron, saying, “You have killed the people of the Lord.”
Now it happened, when the congregation had gathered against Moses and Aaron,
that they turned toward the tabernacle of meeting; and suddenly the cloud
covered it, and the glory of the Lord appeared. Then Moses and Aaron came
before the tabernacle of meeting. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Get
away from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.”
{Exo 32:10} And they fell on their faces. So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a censer
and put fire in it from the altar, put incense on it, and take it quickly to the
congregation and make atonement for them; for wrath has gone out from the
Lord. The plague has begun.”
Then Aaron took it as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the assembly;
and already the plague had begun among the people. So he put in the incense
and made atonement for the people. And he stood between the dead and the
living; so the plague was stopped. Now those who died in the plague were
fourteen thousand seven hundred, besides those who died in the Korah incident.
So Aaron returned to Moses at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, for the
plague had stopped. (Num 16:41-50)
“Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, and whole, like those who go down to the
Pit.” (Pro 1:12)
Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied.
(Pro 27:20)
Let death seize them; let them go down alive into hell, for wickedness is in their
dwellings and among them. (Psa 55:15)
When they envied Moses in the camp, and Aaron the saint of the Lord, the earth
opened up and swallowed Dathan, and covered the faction of Abiram. A fire was
kindled in their company; the flame burned up the wicked. (Psa 106:16-18)
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Therefore my people have gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge;
their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.
Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself and opened its mouth beyond measure; their
glory and their multitude and their pomp, and he who is jubilant, shall descend
into it. People shall be brought down, each man shall be humbled, and the eyes of
the lofty shall be humbled. But the Lord of hosts shall be exalted in judgment,
and God who is holy shall be hallowed in righteousness. (Isa 5:13-16)
For thus says the Lord God: “When I make you a desolate city, like cities that are
not inhabited, when I bring the deep upon you, and great waters cover you,
{reference to Nebu’s conquest} then I will bring you down with those who
descend into the Pit, to the people of old, and I will make you dwell in the lowest
part of the earth, in places desolate from antiquity, with those who go down to
the Pit, so that you may never be inhabited; and I shall establish glory in the land
of the living. I will make you a terror, and you shall be no more; though you are
sought for, you will never be found again,” says the Lord God. (Eze 26:19-21)
Behold the proud, his soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live by his faith.
Indeed, because he transgresses by wine, he is a proud man, and he does not
stay at home. Because he enlarges his desire as hell, and he is like death, and
cannot be satisfied, he gathers to himself all nations and heaps up for himself
all peoples. (Hab 2:4-5)

The Responsibility of the Anointing
Cursed is the one who makes the blind to wander off the road. (Deu 27:18)
“How can you say, ‘We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us’? Look, the
false pen of the scribe certainly works falsehood. The wise men are ashamed,
they are dismayed and taken. Behold, they have rejected the word of the Lord;
so what wisdom do they have?” (Jer 8:8-9)
“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” says
the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord God of Israel against the shepherds who
feed My people: “You have scattered My flock, driven them away, and not
attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for the evil of your doings,” says
the Lord. (Jer 23:1-2)
Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord deceitfully, and cursed is he who
keeps back his sword from blood. (Jer 48:10)
“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear
a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me: When I say to the
wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn
the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die
in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. Yet, if you warn the
wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he
shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul. Again, when a righteous
man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling
block before him, he shall die; because you did not give him warning, he shall die
in his sin, and his righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; but
his blood I will require at your hand. Nevertheless if you warn the righteous man
that the righteous should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live
because he took warning; also you will have delivered your soul." (Eze 3:17-21)
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“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,”
says the Lord God. “Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that
iniquity will not be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions which you
have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should
you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,”
says the Lord God. “Therefore turn and live!” (Eze 18:30-32)
“Son of man, speak to the children of your people, and say to them: ‘When I
bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man from their
territory and make him their watchman, when he sees the sword coming upon
the land, if he blows the trumpet and warns the people, then whoever hears the
sound of the trumpet and does not take warning, if the sword comes and takes
him away, his blood shall be on his own head. He heard the sound of the trumpet,
but did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But he who takes
warning will save his life. But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does
not blow the trumpet, and the people are not warned, and the sword comes and
takes any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his
blood I will require at the watchman’s hand.’ ”
“So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel;
therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me. When I
say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you shall surely die!’ and you do not speak to
warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his
blood I will require at your hand. Nevertheless if you warn the wicked to turn
from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but
you have delivered your soul. Therefore you, O son of man, say to the house of
Israel: ‘Thus you say, “If our transgressions and our sins lie upon us, and we pine
away in them, how can we then live?” ’ Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the
Lord God, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn
from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die,
O house of Israel?’ ” (Eze 33:2-11)
Then He said to them in His teaching, “Beware of the scribes, who desire to go
around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the
synagogues, and the best places at feasts, who devour widows’ houses, and for a
pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.”
(Mar 12:38-40 & Luk 20:45-47)
“Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For
I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. Therefore take
heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own
blood. For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. Therefore watch,
and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and
day with tears.” (Act 20:26-31)
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because
what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.
(Act 1:18-19)
My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive
a stricter judgment. For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not
stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.
(Jam 3:1-2)
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The Fairness of God’s Judgement
“Therefore you, O son of man, say to the children of your people:
‘The righteousness of the righteous man shall not deliver him in the day of his
transgression; as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall because of it
in the day that he turns from his wickedness; nor shall the righteous be able to
live because of his righteousness in the day that he sins.’ ”
“When I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, but he trusts in his own
righteousness and commits iniquity, none of his righteous works shall be
remembered; but because of the iniquity that he has committed, he shall die.
Again, when I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ if he turns from his sin
and does what is lawful and right, if the wicked restore the pledge, gives back
what he has stolen, and walks in the statutes of life without committing iniquity,
he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of his sins which he has committed
shall be remembered against him; he has done what is lawful and right; he shall
surely live.”
“Yet the children of your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ But it is
their way which is not fair! When the righteous turns from his righteousness and
commits iniquity, he shall die because of it. But when the wicked turns from his
wickedness and does what is lawful and right, he shall live because of it. Yet you
say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ O house of Israel, I will judge every one of
you according to his own ways.” (Eze 33:12-20)
But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are
treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God, who “will render to each one according to his deeds”:
eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory,
honor, and immortality; but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the
truth, but obey unrighteousness – indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish,
on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek;
but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first
and also to the Greek. For there is no partiality with God. (Rom 2:5-11)
For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the
good word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew
them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of
God, and put Him to an open shame. (Heb 6:4-6)
For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment,
and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. Anyone who has rejected
Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.
Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who
has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant
by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?
For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.
And again, “The Lord will judge His people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God. (Heb 10:26-31)
So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also
send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (Joh 20:21-23)
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Ananias and Sapphira – Lying to the Holy Spirit is a serious as a heart-attack!
Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither
did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all
things in common. And with great power the apostles gave witness to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all. Nor was there
anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses
sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them
at the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.
And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated
Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, having land, sold it,
and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession.
And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and
brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. But Peter said, “Ananias,
why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the
price of the land for yourself? While it remained, was it not your own? And after
it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in
your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” Then Ananias, hearing these
words, fell down and breathed his last. So great fear came upon all those who
heard these things. And the young men arose and wrapped him up, carried him
out, and buried him.
Now it was about three hours later when his wife came in, not knowing what had
happened. And Peter answered her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so
much?” She said, “Yes, for so much.” Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you
have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look, the feet of those
who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.”
Then immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. And the young
men came in and found her dead, and carrying her out, buried her by her
husband. So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who heard these
things. (Act 4:32 - 5:1-11)

The beast and the false prophet
Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to
all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and gather together for the
supper of the great God, that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of
captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit
on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.”
And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together
to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. Then the
beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his
presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and
those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire
burning with brimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded
from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with
their flesh. Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that
serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;
and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him,
so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were
finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while.
(Rev 19:17 - 20:3)
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Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his
prison and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the
sand of the sea. They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the
camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of
heaven and devoured them. The Devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake
of fire and brimstone where (also) the beast and the false prophet are. And they
will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the
earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And
I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened.
And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were
judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.
The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the
dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.
Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.
(Rev 20:7-15)

Peter’s encouragement to the Christian
As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God.
If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all
things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and
the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you,
as though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you
partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be
glad with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are
you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is
blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. But let none of you suffer as
a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters.
Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify
God in this matter.
For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins
with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?
Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and the sinner
appear?”
Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit
their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.
The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed:
Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords
over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.
(1Pe 4:10 – 5:4)
Obedience is better than sacrifice!
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