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Almond

Searching my local Christian bookshop for maps of the Middle East, I came across the
Holman QuickSource, ‘Bible Atlas with Charts and Biblical Reconstructions’. It is a
wonderful resource of nearly 398 pages, with over 100 maps, as well as various tables on
different topics; kings, priests, prophets etc. Paging through the book I came across the
Jewish calendar and quickly studied the months.
Ab – August is when the streams dry up in the intense heat, and is the time of vintage.
Adar – March has frequent thunder and hail, the Almond tree blossoms.
Gooseflesh appeared on my arms when I read this.

Here were two facts for which I had been searching. I have heard a preacher say that
Jesus never drank wine! Only grape juice? I asked my brother-in-law, who is in the food
service management business, “How long does fresh grape juice last?” He replied, “Only
about three days.”  I don’t see how the people could have kept grapes or grape juice
fresh from August till March, without it turning into either vinegar or wine? You also
can’t call someone a winebibber, if they don’t drink wine!  (see Luk 7:34)

The second fact which had caused my gooseflesh was that the ‘Almond tree blossoms’ in
March, the time leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion. I know from previous studies that
Jesus is sometimes referred to as ‘the Rod’ and ‘the Branch’, but then I remembered
Aaron.

The budding of Aaron’s Rod
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to the children of Israel, and get from them a
rod from each father’s house, all their leaders according to their fathers’ houses – twelve rods.
Write each man’s name on his rod. And you shall write Aaron’s name on the rod of Levi. For
there shall be one rod for the head of each father’s house. Then you shall place them in the
tabernacle of meeting before the Testimony, where I meet with you. And it shall be that the
rod of the man whom I choose will blossom; thus I will rid Myself of the complaints of the
children of Israel, which they make against you.”

So Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and each of their leaders gave him a rod apiece, for
each leader according to their fathers’ houses, twelve rods; and the rod of Aaron was among
their rods. And Moses placed the rods before the Lord in the tabernacle of witness.

Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses went into the tabernacle of witness, and
behold, the rod of Aaron, of the house of Levi, had sprouted and put forth buds, had produced
blossoms and yielded ripe almonds. Then Moses brought out all the rods from before the Lord
to all the children of Israel; and they looked, and each man took his rod.

And the Lord said to Moses, “Bring Aaron’s rod back before the Testimony, to be kept as a
sign against the rebels, that you may put their complaints away from Me, lest they die."

Thus did Moses; just as the Lord had commanded him, so he did. So the children of Israel
spoke to Moses, saying, “Surely we die, we perish, we all perish! Whoever even comes near
the tabernacle of the Lord must die. Shall we all utterly die?”  (Num 17:1-13)

Aaron’s rod represented the tribe of Levi, they were declared God’s appointed tribe,
from where the priests of the Lord were selected, under the Law and the old Covenant.
Jesus Christ was born from the tribe of Judah, a Son of David, and He now functions as
our High Priest in the tabernacle above heaven, which the Lord erected and not Man.
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But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death
crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many
sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For both He
who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not
ashamed to call them brethren, saying:

“I will declare Your name to My brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to
You.”  And again: “I will put My trust in Him.”  And again: “Here am I and the children whom
God has given Me.”

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He himself likewise shared
in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the
devil, and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham.

Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and
faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.
For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.
Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses
also was faithful in all His house.

For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built
the house has more honor than the house. For every house is built by someone, but He who
built all things is God. And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a
testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, but Christ as a Son over His own
house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm
to the end.  (Heb 2:9–3:6)

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let
us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need. For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in
things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can have
compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself is also subject to
weakness. Because of this he is required as for the people, so also for himself, to offer
sacrifices for sins. And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just
as Aaron was.

So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him:
“You are My Son, today I have begotten You.”  As He also says in another place: “You are a
priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek”;  who, in the days of His flesh, when He
had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able
to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, though He was a Son, yet
He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having been perfected, He
became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, called by God as High Priest
“according to the order of Melchizedek,” of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain,
since you have become dull of hearing.  (Heb 4:14-5:11)

For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He
swore by Himself, saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.”
And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For men indeed swear by
the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.

Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of
His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for
God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope
set before us.
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This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the
Presence behind the veil, where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having
become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.  (Heb 6:13-20)

Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received
the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of
Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being
changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law.

For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has
officiated at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses
spoke nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of
Melchizedek, there arises another priest who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly
commandment, but according to the power of an endless life.

For He testifies: “You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”  For on the
one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment because of its weakness and
unprofitableness, for the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in
of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.   (Heb 7:11-19)

Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since
He always lives to make intercession for them. For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens;
who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and
then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. For the law
appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after
the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever.

Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the
sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. For every high
priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One
also have something to offer. For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there
are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; who serve the copy and shadow of the
heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the
tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on
the mountain.”  But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also
Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.  (Heb 7:25-8:6)

In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming
obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.  (Heb 8:13)

But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect
tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats and
calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained
eternal redemption.  (Heb 9:11-12)

And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the
redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.  (Heb 9:15)

For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;  (Heb 9:24)

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered
once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second
time, apart from sin, for salvation.  (Heb 9:28)
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Therefore brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High
Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.
And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and
so much the more as you see the Day approaching.  (Heb 10:19-25)

The Lampstand
“You shall also make a lampstand of pure gold; the lampstand shall be of hammered work. Its
shaft, its branches, its bowls, its ornamental knobs, and flowers shall be of one piece. And six
branches shall come out of its sides: three branches of the lampstand out of one side, and
three branches of the lampstand out of the other side. Three bowls shall be made like almond
blossoms on one branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower, and three bowls made like
almond blossoms on the other branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower – and so for the
six branches that come out of the lampstand. On the lampstand itself four bowls shall be
made like almond blossoms, each with its ornamental knob and flower. And there shall be a
knob under the second two branches of the same, and a knob under the third two branches of
the same, according to the six branches that extend from the lampstand. Their knobs and
their branches shall be of one piece; all of it shall be one hammered piece of pure gold. You
shall make seven lamps for it, and they shall arrange its lamps so that they give light in front
of it. And its wick-trimmers and their trays shall be of pure gold. It shall be made of a talent of
pure gold, with all these utensils. And see to it that you make them according to the pattern
which was shown you on the mountain.”  (Exo 25:31-40 and Exo 37:17-24)

Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come, and the
years draw near when you say, “I have no pleasure in them”: While the sun and the light, the
moon and the stars, are not darkened, and the clouds do not return after the rain; in that day
when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men bow down; when the grinders
cease because they are few, and those that look through the windows grow dim; when the
doors are shut in the streets, and the sound of grinding is low; when one rises up at the sound
of a bird, and all the daughters of music are brought low. Also they are afraid of height, and of
terrors in the way; when the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper is a burden, and desire
fails. For man goes to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets. Remember
your Creator before the silver cord is loosed, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher
shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the well. Then the dust will return to the earth
as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.

“Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher, “All is vanity.”  And moreover, because the Preacher
was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out and set in
order many proverbs. The Preacher sought to find acceptable words; and what was written
was upright – words of truth. The words of the wise are like goads, and the words of scholars
are like well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd. And further, my son, be admonished by
these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is wearisome to the flesh. Let
us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this
is man’s all. For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether
good or evil.  (Ecc 12:1-14)

Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” And I said,
“I see a branch of an almond tree.”  Then the Lord said to me, “You have seen well, for I am
ready to perform My word.”  (Jer 1:11-12)
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