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Son of David

Jesus spoke to the Jews saying:-
“You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these
are they which testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me that you may
have life.”  (Joh 5:39-40)

Here are some events in King David’s life, which to me testify of Jesus Christ, and
introduced the events which played a role in His crucifixion.

Amnon the firstborn son of King David, raped Tamar, Absalom’s sister. Two years
afterward, Absalom murdered Amnon and fled to Geshur, and stayed there for
three years. Joab and a woman of Tekoa, tricked King David, into agreeing to
bring back his estranged son Absalom, from his self imposed exile.

Amnon – ‘Tutelage, Up-bringing’;   Tamar – ‘Palm’;   Absalom – ‘Father of peace’.

Then she said, “Please let the king remember the Lord your God, and do not
permit the avenger of blood to destroy anymore, lest they destroy my son.”  And
he said, “As the Lord lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the ground.”
(2Sa 14:11)

Note what King David said to the woman. They were talking about Absalom
although David did not know it at the time. When David discovered it was a trick,
he agreed to allow his exiled son to return from Geshur to Jerusalem. Absalom
was the third son of King David, and was handsome, filled with pride and self
importance.

Now in Israel there was no one who was praised as much as Absalom for his good
looks. From the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in
him. And when he cut the hair of his head – at the end of every year he cut it
because it was heavy on him – when he cut it, he weighed the hair of his head at
two hundred shekels according to the king’s standard.  (2Sa 14:25-26)

He committed treason against his father, organising a conspiracy to become king.
On hearing about the conspiracy, and the increasing numbers of people who were
joining Absalom, David fled Jerusalem to escape.

Now a messenger came to David, saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel are
with Absalom.”  So David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem,
“Arise, and let us flee, or we shall not escape from Absalom. Make haste to
depart, lest he overtake us suddenly and bring disaster upon us, and strike the
city with the edge of the sword.”  (2Sa 15:13-14)

And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all the people crossed over. The
king himself also crossed over the Brook Kidron, and all the people crossed over
toward the way of the wilderness.  (2Sa 15:23)

So David went up by the Ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up:
and he had his head covered and went barefoot. And all the people who were
with him covered their heads and went up, weeping as they went up. (2Sa 15:30)

Now it happened when David had come to the top of the mountain, where he
worshipped God – there was Hushai the Archite coming to meet him with his robe
torn and dust on his head.
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David said to him, “If you go on with me, then you will become a burden to me.
But if you return to the city, and say to Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O king;
as I was your father’s servant previously, so I will now also be your servant,’
then you may defeat the counsel of Ahithophel for me. And do you not have
Zadok and Abiathar the priests with you there?  Therefore it will be that whatever
you hear from the king’s house, you shall tell to Zadok and Abiathar the priests.
Indeed they have there with them their two sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son, and
Jonathan, Abiathar’s son; and by them you shall send me everything you hear.”
So Hushai, David’s friend, went into the city. And Absalom came into Jerusalem.
(2Sa 15:32-37)

David – ‘Beloved’;    Zadok – ‘Righteous’;
Abiathar – ‘Father of superfluity (over abundance, more than enough)’;
Ahimaaz – ‘Powerful brother’;    Jonathan – ‘JAH (GOD) is given’;
Ahithophel – ‘Foolish brother’;    Hushai – ‘Quick’.

The Advice of Ahithophel
Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Now let me choose twelve thousand men,
and I will arise and pursue David tonight. I will come upon him while he is weary
and weak, and make him afraid. And all the people who are with him will flee,
and I will strike only the king. Then I will bring back all the people to you. When
all return except the man whom you seek, all the people will be at peace.”
And the saying pleased Absalom and all the elders of Israel.  (2Sa 17:1-4)

The Advice of Hushai
Then Absalom said, “Now call Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear what he
says too.”  And when Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom spoke to him, saying,
“Ahithophel has spoken in this manner. Shall we do as he says?  If not, speak
up.”  So Hushai said to Absalom: “The advice that Ahithophel has given is not
good at this time. For,” said Hushai, “you know your father and his men, that
they are mighty men, and they are enraged in their minds, like a bear robbed of
her cubs in the field; and your father is a man of war, and will not camp with the
people. Surely by now he is hidden in some pit, or in some other place. And it will
be, when some of them are overthrown at the first, that whoever hears it will say,
‘There is a slaughter among the people who follow Absalom.’  And even he who is
valiant, whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will melt completely. For all Israel
knows that your father is a mighty man, and those who are with him are valiant
men. Therefore I advise that all Israel be fully gathered to you, from Dan to
Beersheba, like the sand that is by the sea for multitude, and that you go to
battle in person. So we will come upon him in some place where he may be
found, and we will fall on him as the dew falls on the ground. And of him and all
the men who are with him there shall not be left so much as one. Moreover, if he
has withdrawn into a city, then all Israel shall bring ropes to that city; and we will
pull it into the river, until there is not one small stone found there.”
So Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The advice of Hushai the Archite is
better than the advice of Ahithophel.”  For the Lord had purposed to defeat the
good advice of Ahithophel, to the intent that the Lord might bring disaster on
Absalom.  (2Sa 17:5-14)

Hushai warns King David
Then Hushai said to Zadok and Abiathar the priests, “Thus and so Ahithophel
advised Absalom and the elders of Israel, and thus and so I have advised. Now
therefore, send quickly and tell David, saying, ‘Do not spend this night in the
plains of the wilderness, but speedily cross over, lest the king and all the people
who are with him be swallowed up.”
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Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed at En Rogel, for they dared not be seen
coming into the city; so a female servant would come and tell them, and they
would go and tell King David.  (2Sa 17:15-17)

Now it came to pass, after they had departed, that they came up out of the well
and went and told King David, and said to David, “Arise and cross over the water
quickly. For thus has Ahithophel advised against you.”  So David and all the
people who were with him arose and crossed over the Jordan. By morning light
not one of them was left who had not gone over the Jordan.  (2Sa 17:21-22)

Then David went to Mahanaim.  (2Sa 17:24)         Mahanaim – ‘Two camps’.

Ahithophel commits suicide
Now when Ahithophel saw that his advice was not followed, he saddled a donkey,
and arose and went home to his house, to his city. Then he put his household in
order, and hanged himself, and died; and he was buried in his father’s tomb.
(2Sa 17:23)

Hushai - ‘Quick’, was alive, and Ahithophel - ‘Foolish brother’, was dead. This
gives ‘the quick’ and ‘the dead’, added value, in the following three quotes.

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, “Of a truth I perceive that God is no
respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted with Him. The word which God sent unto the children
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all: That word, I say, ye
know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after
the baptism which John preached; how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that
were oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him. And we are witnesses of all
things which He did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they
slew and hanged on a tree: Him God raised up the third day, and shewed Him
openly; not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to
us, who did eat and drink with Him after He rose from the dead. And He
commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is He which was
ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. To Him give all the prophets
witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins.”  (Act 10:34-43 KJV)

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge
the quick and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom; preach the word; be
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. (2Ti 4:1-5 KJV)

Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves
likewise with the same mind: for He that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased
from sin; that He no longer should live the rest of His time in the flesh to the lusts
of men, but to the will of God. For the time past of our life may suffice us to have
wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess
of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: Wherein they think it
strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of
you: who shall give account to Him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.
(1Pe 4:1-5 KJV)
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David organises himself for battle against Absalom
And David numbered the people who were with him, and set captains of
thousands and captains of hundreds over them. Then David sent out one third of
the people under the hand of Joab, one third under the hand of Abishai the son of
Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and one third under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the
king said to the people, “I also will surely go out with you myself.”  But the
people answered, “You shall not go out! For if we flee away, they will not care
about us; nor if half of us die, will they care about us. But you are worth ten
thousand of us now. For you are now more help to us in the city.”  Then the king
said to them, “Whatever seems best to you I will do.”  So the king stood beside
the gate, and all the people went out by hundreds and by thousands.
(2Sa 18:1-4)

The names of these three leaders is very interesting: Joab – Abishai – Ittai.
Joab – ‘JAH is Father’;   Abishai – ‘source of wealth’;   Ittai - ‘being, living.’
So this forms the sentence – JAH (GOD) is Father, the source of wealth, lives.

Shadows of the Cross
Now the king had commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for
my sake with the young man Absalom.”  And all the people heard when the king
gave all the captains orders concerning Absalom. So the people went out into the
field of battle against Israel. And the battle was in the woods of Ephraim. The
people of Israel were overthrown there before the servants of David, and a great
slaughter of twenty thousand took place there that day. For the battle there was
scattered over the face of the whole countryside, and the woods devoured more
people that day than the sword devoured. Then Absalom met the servants of
David. Absalom rode on a mule. The mule went under the thick boughs of a great
terebinth tree, and his head caught in the terebinth; so he was left hanging
between heaven and earth. And the mule which was under him went on.
(2Sa 18:5-9)

The spirit of obedience
Now a certain man saw it and told Joab, and said, “I saw Absalom hanging in a
terebinth tree!”  So Joab said to the man who told him, “You just saw him! And
why did you not strike him there to the ground? I would have given you ten
shekels of silver and a belt.”  But the man said to Joab, “Though I were to receive
a thousand shekels of silver in my hand, I would not raise my hand against the
king’s son. For in our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai,
saying, ‘Beware lest anyone touch the young man Absalom!’  Otherwise I would
have dealt falsely against my own life. For there is nothing hidden from the king,
and you yourself would have set yourself against me.”
(2Sa 18:10-13)

The death of Absalom
Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with you.”  And he took three spears in his hand
and thrust them through Absalom’s heart, while he was still alive in the midst of
the terebinth tree. And ten young men who bore Joab’s armor surrounded
Absalom, and struck and killed him. So Joab blew the trumpet, and the people
returned from pursuing Israel. For Joab held back the people. And they took
Absalom and cast him into a large pit in the woods, and laid a very large heap of
stones over him. Then all Israel fled, everyone to his tent. Now Absalom in his
lifetime had taken and set up a pillar for himself, which is in the King’s Valley. For
he said, “I have no son to keep my name in remembrance.”  He called the pillar
after his own name. And to this day it is called Absalom’s Monument.
(2Sa 18:14-18)
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David’s mourning for Absalom
Then the king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and
wept. And as he went, he said thus: “O my son Absalom – my son, my son
Absalom – if only I had died in your place!  O Absalom my son, my son!”
(2Sa 18:33)

Looking back to the prophetic advice of Hushai
Surely by now he is hidden in some pit, or in some other place. And it will be,
when some of them are overthrown at the first, that whoever hears it will say,
‘There is a slaughter among the people who follow Absalom.’  And even he who is
valiant, whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will melt completely.
(2Sa 17:9-10)

The Lord had turned David’s situation around. Now Absalom was the one who was
hidden in the pit, and David the one, who’s heart melted at the news of his son’s
death.

Mourning on the Mount of Olives
So David went up by the Ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up:
and he had his head covered and went barefoot. And all the people who were
with him covered their heads and went up, weeping as they went up. (2Sa 15:30)

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the
disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray over there.”  And He took with Him Peter
and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply
distressed. Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to
death. Stay here and watch with Me.”  (Mat 26:30,36-38)

Gethsemane – ‘Wine press and oil farm’.

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Then they came to a place which was named Gethsemane, and He said to His
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.”  And He took Peter, James, and John with Him,
and He began to be troubled and deeply distressed. Then He said to them,
“My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch.”
(Mat 26:26,32-34)

Three spears in the heart
Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with you.”  And he took three spears in his hand
and thrust them through Absalom’s heart, while he was still alive in the midst of
the terebinth tree.  (2Sa 18:14)

And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may
sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and
when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.”  But he said to Him,
“Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to death.”  Then He said,
“I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three
times that you know Me.”  (Luk 22:31-34)

Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him into the high priest’s house.
But Peter followed at a distance. Now when they had kindled a fire in the midst of
the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. And a certain
servant girl, seeing him as he sat by the fire, looked intently at him and said,
“This man was also with Him.”  But he denied Him, saying, “Woman, I do not
know Him.”
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And after a little while another saw him and said, “You also are of them.”  But
Peter said, “Man, I am not!”

Then after about an hour had passed, another confidently affirmed, saying,
“Surely this fellow also was with Him, for he is a Galilean.”  But Peter said,
“Man, I do not know what you are saying!”  Immediately, while he was still
speaking, the rooster crowed.

And the Lord turned back and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word
of the Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me
three times.”  So Peter went out and wept bitterly.

Judas’ Kiss
Ahithophel had adviced Absalom: “And all the people who are with him will flee,
and I will strike only the king.”  (2Sa 17:2)

Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this
night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will
be scattered.’  But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.”
(Mat 26:31-32)

And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, with a
great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and the
scribes and the elders. Now His betrayer had given them a signal, saying,
“Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him and lead Him away safely.”  As soon
as he had come, immediately he went up to Him and said to Him, “Rabbi, Rabbi!”
and kissed Him. Then they laid their hands on Him and took Him. And one of
those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, and
cut off his ear. Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Have you come out, as
against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I was daily with you in the
temple teaching, and you did not seize Me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”
Then they all forsook Him and fled. Now a certain young man followed Him,
having a linen cloth thrown around his naked body. And the young men laid hold
of him, and he left the linen cloth and fled away from them naked.
(Mar 14:43-52)

Judas’ reward
Now a certain man saw it and told Joab, and said, “I saw Absalom hanging in a
terebinth tree!”  So Joab said to the man who told him, “You just saw him! And
why did you not strike him there to the ground? I would have given you ten
shekels of silver and a belt.”  But the man said to Joab, “Though I were to receive
a thousand shekels of silver in my hand, I would not raise my hand against the
king’s son.”  (2Sa 18:10-12)

Now when Ahithophel saw that his advice was not followed, he saddled a donkey,
and arose and went home to his house, to his city. Then he put his household in
order, and hanged himself, and died; and he was buried in his father’s tomb.
(2Sa 17:23)

Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful
and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying,
“I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.”  And they said, “What is that to us?
You see to it!”  Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and
departed, and went and hanged himself. But the chief priests took the silver
pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, because they are
the price of blood.”  (Mat 27:3-6)
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One dies for many
And the king said to Amasa, “Assemble the men of Judah for me within three
days, and be present here yourself.”  So Amasa went to assemble the men of
Judah. But he delayed longer than the set time which David had appointed him.
And David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do us more harm
than Absalom. Take your lord’s servants and pursue him, lest he find for himself
fortified cities, and escape us.”  (2Sa 20:4-6)

Amasa – ‘burden bearer’;  Sheba – ‘oath, covenant’;  Abishai – ‘source of wealth’.

Then they came and besieged him in Abel of Beth Maachah; and they cast up a
siege mound against the city, and it stood by the rampart. And all the people who
were with Joab battered the wall to throw it down. Then a wise woman cried out
from the city, “Hear, hear! Please say to Joab, ‘Come nearby, that I may speak
with you.’ ”  When he had come near to her, the woman said, “Are you Joab?”
He answered, “I am.” Then she said to him, “Hear the words of your
maidservant.”  And he answered, “I am listening.”  So she spoke, saying,
“They used to talk in former times, saying, ‘They shall surely seek guidance at
Abel,’  and so they would end disputes. I am among the peaceable and faithful in
Israel. You seek to destroy a city and a mother in Israel. Why would you swallow
up the inheritance of the Lord?”  And Joab answered and said, “Far be it, far be it
from me, that I should swallow up or destroy! That is not so. But a man from the
mountains of Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, has raised his hand
against the king, against David. Deliver him only, and I will depart from this city.”
So the woman said to Joab, “Watch, his head will be thrown to you over the wall.”
Then the woman in her wisdom went to all the people. And they cut off the head
of Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it out to Joab. Then he blew a trumpet, and
they with drew from the city, every man to his tent. So Joab returned to the king
at Jerusalem.  (2Sa 20:15-22)

Abel of Beth Maachah – ‘meadow of the house of Maachah’.
Beth Maachah – ‘place of oppression’;     Caiaphas – ‘Depression’.

Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, “What shall
we do? For this Man works many signs. If we let Him alone like this, everyone will
believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and
nation.”  And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them,
“You know nothing at all, nor do you consider that it is expedient for us that one
man should die for the people, and not that the whole nation should perish.”
Now this he did not say on his own authority; but being high priest that year he
prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for that nation only, but
also that He would gather together in one the children of God who were scattered
abroad. Then, from that day on, they plotted to put Him to death. Therefore
Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there into the
country near the wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and there remained with
His disciples.  (Joh 11:47-54)

But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman
is man, and the head of Christ is God.  (1Co 11:3)

For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He
is the Saviour of the body.  (Eph 5:23)

All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and
in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence.  (Col 1:16-18)
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The Heart pierced by a Sword
Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with you.”  And he took three spears in his hand
and thrust them through Absalom’s heart, while he was still alive in the midst of
the terebinth tree. And ten young men who bore Joab’s armor surrounded
Absalom, and struck and killed him.  (2Sa 18:14-15)

And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this
man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. So he came by the
Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for
Him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed
God and said:  “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according
to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared
before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the
glory of Your people Israel.”  And Joseph and His mother marveled at those
things which were spoken of Him. Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary
His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel,
and for a sign which will be spoken against, yes, a sword will pierce through your
own soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”
(Luk 2:25-35)

“Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace
but a sword.”  (Mat 10:34)

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two–edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no
creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of
Him to whom we must give account.  (Heb 4:12-13)

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of
the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God; praying always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perserverance and supplication for all the saints – and for me, that utterance may
be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of
the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly,
as I ought to speak.  (Eph 6:12-20)

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His
eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a
name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now
out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations.
And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on His
thigh a name written:  KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.     (Rev 19:11-15)


