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Third Reference

Have you ever read a portion of the Bible, and wished that there was more about the
topic. I have, often, and its this interest in the Bible, which drove me to search out all
scripture I could find which covered the Bible topics. Some have asked me why I read
these books, as they are not recognised by others. My answer is that my salvation
depends on the strength of my faith, and I will read everything that increases my faith
in the Word of God. There are two references to the Book of Jasher in the Bible, but
I’ve discovered a subtle third. This study illustrates the value of the Book of Jasher.

1st Reference
And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp at Gilgal, saying, “Do not forsake your
servants; come up to us quickly, save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites
who dwell in the mountains have gathered together against us.”
So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty
men of valor. And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have delivered them
into your hand; not a man of them shall stand before you.”
Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, having marched all night from Gilgal. So the
Lord routed them before Israel, killed them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, chased
them along the road that goes to Beth Horon, and struck them down as far as Azekah
and Makkedah. And it happened, as they fled before Israel and were on the descent of
Beth Horon, that the Lord cast down large hailstones from heaven on them as far as
Azekah, and they died. There were more who died from the hailstones than the children
of Israel killed with the sword. Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord
delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of
Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon; and Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”
So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the people had revenge upon their
enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jasher?  So the sun stood still in the midst
of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. And there has been no
day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord heeded the voice of a man; for the
Lord fought for Israel. Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at
Gilgal.  (Jos 10:6-15)

And they gathered themselves together and the five kings of the Amorites went up with
all their camps, a mighty people numerous as the sand of the seashore. All these kings
came and camped before Gibeon, and they began to fight against the inhabitants of
Gibeon, and all the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua, saying, “Come up quickly to us and help
us, for all the kings of the Amorites have gathered together to fight against us.”
Joshua and all the fighting people went up from Gilgal, and Joshua came suddenly to
them and struck these five kings with a great slaughter. And the Lord confounded them
before the children of Israel, who struck them with a terrible slaughter in Gibeon, and
pursued them along the way that goes up to Beth Horon to Makkedah; they fled from
before the children of Israel. And while they were fleeing, the Lord sent on them
hailstones from heaven, and more of them died by the hailstones than by the slaughter
of the children of Israel. The children of Israel pursued them, and they still struck
them in the road, going on and smiting them. And when they were smiting, the day was
declining toward evening and Joshua said in the sight of all the people, “Sun, stand still
on Gibeon, and you moon in the valley of Ajalon, until the nation shall have revenged
itself on its enemies.”
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The Lord listened to the voice of Joshua, and the sun stood still in the midst of the
heavens, and it stood still six and thirty moments, and the moon also stood still and
hurried not to go down a whole day. And there was no day like that, before it or after it
that the Lord listened to the voice of a man, for the Lord fought for Israel.
(Jas 88:57-65)

2nd Reference
Then David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son, and he
told them to teach the children of Judah the Song of the Bow; indeed it is written in
the Book of Jasher:  (2Sa 1:17-18)

And Jacob said to Judah, I know my son that you are a mighty man for your brothers;
reign over them, and your sons shall reign over their sons forever. Only teach your sons
the bow and all the weapons of war, in order that they may fight the battles of their
brother who will rule over his enemies. And Jacob again commanded his sons on that day,
saying, Behold I shall this day be gathered to my people; carry me up from Egypt and
bury me in the cave of Machpelah as I have commanded you.  (Jas 56:8-10)

3rd Reference
Another subtle reference to Jasher is found in 1Samuel 24, when David is talking to
Saul. After he had the opportunity to kill Saul in the cave, but did not take it.

"Let the Lord judge between you and me, and let the Lord avenge me on you. But my hand
shall not be against you. As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Wickedness proceeds
from the wicked.’ But my hand shall not be against you. After whom has the king of
Israel come out? Whom do you pursue? A dead dog? A flea? Therefore let the Lord be
judge, and judge between you and me, and see and plead my case, and deliver me out of
your hand." (1Sa 24:12-15)

And all the earth was of one tongue and words of union, but Nimrod did not go in the
ways of the Lord; he was more wicked than all the men that were before him, from the
days of the flood until those days. He made gods of wood and stone, he bowed down to
them, he rebelled against the Lord, and taught all his subjects and the people of the
earth his wicked ways; Mardon his son was more wicked than his father. And every one
that heard of the acts of Mardon the son of Nimrod would say, concerning him, "From
the wicked goes forth wickedness." Therefore it became a proverb in the whole earth,
saying, "From the wicked goes forth wickedness", and it was current in the words of men
from that time to this. (Jas 7:46-48)

In the 1st reference; the Lord told Abraham about the day of battle with the Amorites
470 years earlier. “But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity
of the Amorites is not yet complete.” (Gen 15:16) Israel returns to fight the Amorites
forty years after, leaving Egypt and receiving the Law.

Let’s look at what Paul said in Galatians, before we look at Genesis 15 in detail.
Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds,”
as of many, but as of one, “And to your Seed,” who is Christ. And this I say, that the law,
which was four hundred and thirty years later, cannot annul the covenant that was
confirmed before by God in Christ, that it should make the promise of no effect.
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For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of promise; but God gave it to
Abraham by promise.  (Gal 3:16-18)

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”  But Abram said, “Lord
God, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?”  Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in
my house is my heir!”  And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This one
shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.”
Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if
you are able to number them.”  And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”
And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. Then He said
to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land
to inherit it.”  And he said, “Lord God, how shall I know that I will inherit it?”
So He said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a
three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”  Then he brought all these to Him
and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other; but he
did not cut the birds in two. And when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away. Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and
behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him. Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly
that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them,
and they will afflict them four hundred years. And also the nation whom they serve I will
judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions. Now as for you, you shall go
to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. But in the fourth
generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there
appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces. On the
same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have
given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates – the
Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  (Gen 15:1-21)

Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.  (Gen 21:5)

Paul talks about 430 years after the Covenant, the Lord tells Abraham about the 400
years of affliction, and the fourth generation will return. We know that Abraham was
100 years old, when his first true descendant, Isaac was born. So it looks like the
Covenant was made, when Abraham was 70 years old, but wouldn’t it be nice to be sure?
Let’s ask Jasher!

It was in the fifteenth year of Abram’s dwelling in the land of Canaan, which is the
seventieth year of the life of Abram, the Lord appeared to Abram in that year and said
to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur Casdim to give you this land for an
inheritance, from the river Mitzraim to the great river Euphrates. And you shall come to
your fathers in peace and in good age, and the fourth generation shall return here in this
land and shall inherit it forever. And Abram built an altar, and he called on the name of
the Lord who appeared to him, and he brought up sacrifices on the altar to the Lord.
(Jas 13:17-19)
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At that time Abram returned and went to Haran to see his father and mother, and his
father’s household, and Abram and his wife and all belonging to him returned to Haran;
Abram lived in Haran five years. And many of the people of Haran, about seventy-two
men, followed Abram and Abram taught them the instruction of the Lord and his ways,
and he taught them to know the Lord. In those days the Lord appeared to Abram in
Haran, and He said to him, “Behold, I spoke to you twenty years ago saying, ‘Go forth
from your land, from your birth-place and from your father’s house, to the land which I
have shown you to give it to you and to your children, for there in that land I will bless
you, and make you a great nation, and make your name great, and in you shall the families
of the earth be blessed.’  Now therefore arise, go forth from this place, you, your wife,
and all belonging to you, also every one born in your house and all the souls you have made
in Haran, and bring them out with you from here, and rise to return to the land of
Canaan.”  And Abram arose and took his wife Sarai and all belonging to him and all that
were born to him in his house and the souls which they had made in Haran, and they came
out to go to the land of Canaan. Abram went and returned to the land of Canaan,
according to the word of the Lord. And Lot the son of his brother Haran went with him;
Abram was seventy-five years old when he went forth from Haran to return to the land
of Canaan. And he came to the land of Canaan according to the word of the Lord to
Abram, and he pitched his tent and he lived in the plain of Mamre, and with him was Lot
his brother’s son, and all belonging to him. And the Lord again appeared to Abram and
said, “To your offspring I will give this land;” there he built an altar to the Lord who
appeared to him, which is still to this day in the plains of Mamre.  (Jas 13:20-28)

This is the second time that Abraham leaves Haran, and he brings seventy-two converts
with him. Lot also comes with him along with Abram’s servants and their offspring.
Abram had stayed there for another five years and he was now seventy-five years old.
Note that the Lord first spoke to Abraham when he was fifty-five years old. Looking at
the Book of Genesis, this is where the story of Abraham begins in Genesis 12:1.

Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, from your family and from
your father’s house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will
bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who
bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed.”  So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with
him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Then Abram
took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had
gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran (! the converts), and they
departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan. Abram passed
through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And
the Canaanites were then in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To
your descendants I will give this land.”  And there he built an altar to the Lord, who had
appeared to him.  (Gen 12:1-7)

By referring to Jasher, we can see that the sequence in Genesis is changed around a
little, and that Genesis 15 actually happened five years before Genesis 12. Abraham was
seventy years old when he received the promise and made the Covenant with the Lord.
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