Bible 101

The talking heads will tell you ‘We’re on the road to nowhere’. Academics tell you
‘they know’ what happened millions of years ago. When people don’t know when
events occurred, they’ll add zeros to years so they appear even more convincing.
People believe the Bible is a string narrative, which they would rather not attach
to their life. They believe that on close inspection words, phrases or its account
of history must be ‘unreliable’ or ‘false’. Believers know that the Word of God is
true and that it accurately describes the past and future of this Creation.
God’s Word isn’t a single thread, nor even a complex interwoven fabric. It is a
multi-dimensional matrix on which this Creation was constructed. We have a
personal choice to make before we die and face judgement, (Heb 9:27-28)
which determines how and where we will spend eternity. How many times have
you heard people ask, “What is God’s Will for my life?”

God’s Will
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His
grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace which
He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known to
us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in
Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth
– in Him. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according
to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, that
we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. In Him you also
trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom
also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to
the praise of His glory.” (Eph 1:3-14)

The Preeminence of Jesus Christ the Son of God
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public
example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son
of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name
JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”
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So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying: "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and will bear a son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, “God with us.”
Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him
and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her
firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS. (Mat 1:18-25)
God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by
the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed
heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness
of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the
word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much better than the angels, as He
has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. For to which of the
angels did He ever say: "You are My Son, today I have begotten You."? And again:
"I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son."? But when He again brings
the firstborn into the world, He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him." And of
the angels He says: "Who makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire."
But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of
righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and
hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of
gladness more than Your companions." And: "You, Lord, in the beginning laid the
foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They will
perish, but You remain; and they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak You will
fold them up, and they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will not
fail." But to which of the angels has He ever said: "Sit at My right hand, till I make
Your enemies Your footstool."? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for those who shall be heirs of salvation? (Heb 1:1-14)
“We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for
you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the
saints; because of the hope which is laid up for you in Heaven, of which you heard
before in the Word of the truth of the gospel, which has come to you, as it has also in
all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you
heard and knew the grace of God in truth; as you also learned from Epaphras, our
dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, who also
declared to us your love in the Spirit. For this reason we also, since the day we heard
it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you might be filled with the
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you might walk
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every work and increasing in
the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power,
for all patience and longsuffering with joy; giving thanks to the Father who has
qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.
He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom
of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.
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All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and
in Him all things consist. And He is the Head of the body, the church, who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,
and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth
or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.” (Col 1:3-20)

The Serpent - Devil - Satan - Deceiver - Accuser - Destroyer
Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God
had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of
every tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the
fruit of the trees of the garden, but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the
garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat of it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’”
Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in
the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.” (Gen 3:1-5)
“You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in
Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: the sardius, topaz,
and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold.
The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes was prepared for you on the day you
were created. You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you;
you were on the holy mountain of God; you walked back and forth in the midst of
fiery stones. You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created,
till iniquity was found in you. By the abundance of your trading you became filled
with violence within, and you sinned; therefore I cast you as a profane thing out of
the mountain of God; and I destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the
fiery stones. (Eze 28:13-16)
So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world; he was cast out to the earth, and his angels with him.
(Rev 12:9)
From these verses it is clear that the devil and angels were created along with
everything else (the visible and invisible) after God said, “Let there be light.”

But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.
The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God
illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. And the nations of those who are saved shall
walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honour into it.
Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). And they shall
bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. But there shall by no means enter
it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are
written in the Lamb's Book of Life. (Rev 21:22-27)
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As Jesus taught in Matthew (MAT 25:34,41,46), the kingdom of God was prepared for
the righteous before the foundation of the world was laid. As the Lake of Fire is
prepared for the devil and his angels destruction. (Mat 10:28; Rev 19:20; Rev 20:10,15; Rev 21:8)
Salvation was no ‘Plan B’, as Jesus was appointed as our Saviour even before this
Creation was made. How are our names written in the Lamb’s Book of Life?

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be
saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned, but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the Light has come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than Light, because their deeds were evil. For
everyone practicing evil hates the Light and does not come to the Light, lest his
deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the Light, that his
deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.” (Joh 3:16-21)
The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand. He who believes on
the Son has everlasting life, and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God abides upon him. (Joh 3:35-36)
This Creation has a pre-defined period of 7000 years to produce many children
of God. Through studying the Bible a clear timeline emerges for this purpose.
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Adam created on the 6th day of creation.
Adam dies at 930y –> on the 1st Day (Gen 2:17 & Gen 5:5)
Noah was born (Gen 5:1-32)
Shem (2nd son of Noah) was born (Gen 11:10)
Noah’s flood (Gen 7:11)
Abraham was born (Gen 11:10-26)
Tower of Babel fell - nations divided, lifespans diminished.
Abraham leaves Ur of the Chaldeans –> 2nd Day
Noah dies at 950y (Gen 9:29)
Isaac was born (Abraham 100y in Gen 21:5)
Abraham dies at 175y (Gen 25:7)
Shem dies at 600y (Gen 11:11)
Moses led the Exodus from Egypt (+400y Isaac’s birth in Gen 15:13)
Solomon begins the 1st Temple (12x40y = 480y in 1Ki 6:1)
15th year of King Asa’s reign (2Ch 15:10-15) –> 3rd Day
Zerubbabel begins the 2nd Temple (500y see Eze 4:5-6 + 2Ch 36:21)
End of 7x7y = 49y Jerusalem and Temple rebuilt (Dan 9:25)
End of 7x70y = 490y under law for Israel and Jesus is born. (Dan 9:24)
Jesus Christ crucified 3rd April 33AD. (Exo 12:3-6 –> 4th Day)
1st Resurrection (1000y Sabbath - Gen 2:3 & Heb 4:1-10 & Rev 20:4-6)
2nd Resurrection & Judgement Day (Rev 20:7-15)
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